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E.O. 1 1652: DECLASSIFY ON RECEIPT 
TAGS: EFIS , EC 

SUB J : U.S. TUNA FLEET REPORTED HEADING FOR ECUADOREAN- 
CLAIMED WATERS 

1. INDUSTRY SOURCE (DEL MONTE) IN MANTA REPORTS RECENT 
FAVORABLE SHOW OF TUNA APPROXIMATELY 60-100 MILES OFF ECUADOREAN 
COAST. NEWS OF SAME HAS REACHED U.S.-BASED FLEET AND SUBSTANTIAL 
NUMBER OF BOATS (ESTIMATED BY SOURCE AT 20-30) ON THEIR WAY HERE, 
WITH SOME ALREADY OFFSHORE. 

2. BOATS INVOLVED ARE SAID TO BE THOSE UNDER CONTRACT TO MAIOR 
U.S. CANNERS. THEY ARE THEREFORE NOT INVOLVED IN REFUSAL TO SAIL 
RECENTLY REPORTED IN LOCAL PRESS VIA SAN DIEGO-DATELINED WIRE 
SERVICE STORY. DEL MONTE SOURCE BELIEVES ALL ITS COMPANY’S 
BOATS (ABOUT SEVEN) WILL HAVE PURCHASED LICENSES BUT OF COURSE 
HAS NO INFO RE THOSE OPERATING FOR OTHER PACKERS. POST 
EXPERIENCE SUGGESTS THERE WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER UNLICENSED 
BOATS. 

SHAW 
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